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Great  Escape

Double, double, eagle. I’m not 
talking golf. No, I’m talking 
about sport fishing off the coast 

of Langara, the northernmost island of 
Haida Gwaii (“islands of the people”), 
an archipelago in British Columbia, 
Canada, about 28 miles south of Alas-
ka. The historical home of the Haida 
Nation, the archipelago was formerly  
officially known as the Queen Char-
lotte Islands and was formally renamed  
in 2010.
 Aboard a 22-foot Boston Whaler, 
Tucsonan Lori Mackstaller and I were 
fishing for Chinook salmon. When I had 
told our fishing guide that we wanted to 
hook our own fish, he replied, “All [our] 
anglers are required to hook their own 
fish.” How unique and refreshing not to 
have a guide hand over a rod with the 
hook already set. (For you nonanglers, 
a hook is “set” after the angler feels the 
first tug on the line; a “set hook” se-
cures the fish to the hook and line.)
	 Lori and I experienced a double 
header—each hooking a fish at about 
the same time. Chaos ensued as our re-
spective fish circled the boat, forcing us 
to follow along on deck, maneuvering 
around the boat’s center console, trying 
to keep our fishing lines from tangling.

Our efforts ended abruptly when a 

2-ton sea lion grabbed my fish before
going after Lori’s. While the sea lion
was beating the 20-pound-plus salmon
against the water, devouring it bite by
bite, a bald eagle swooped down and
picked up the remains of the salmon’s
head floating in the water. The experi-
ence gave us a close-up view of the ar-
ea’s food chain in action.

We were so busy with the salmon, 
the sea lion, and the bald eagle that 
when an announcement was made on-
board that a pod of 20 orcas had been 
seen swimming through Parry Passage, 
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not far from us—between Lucy Island 
and Graham Island—we were unable 
to break away quickly enough to motor 
the short distance and see these largest 
members of the dolphin family.
	 Luckily, those orcas swam by us 
several hours later, giving us a second 
chance to witness their graceful antics. 
The bull, displaying his supersize dor-
sal fin, and his mate swam some dis-
tance from the rest of the pod. During 
our four days of fishing, we would also 
observe several lone humpback whales.

On the day we headed to the west 

Pillar Rock, a 100-foot column of sandstone and conglomerate rock, topped by trees, is a prominent landmark off the coast of Graham Island, southeast of Langara Island.
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Mark McAneeley, a guide with Langara Fishing 
Adventures, poses with a 20-pound Chinook salmon. M
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side of Lacy Island, off  the west coast of 
Langara, good fortune stayed with us: 
the water and wind there can be a real 

stomach churner, but the 
sun shone down on us, and 
the seas were calm.
	 	 	 Lori and I caught and re-
leased salmon while fi sh-
ing off  Lacy’s coast and in 
the calmer lee waters near 
Cohoe Point and Andrews 
Point, along the east coast 
of Langara. We enjoyed see-
ing wildlife, including pigeon 
guillemots and numerous 
bald eagles. And we observed 
the beautiful landscapes—
uninhabited beaches and 
pinnacles along the northern 
coast of Graham Island and 
the southern coast of Lan-
gara Island, including the 
iconic Flowerpot Rock. We 
were transfi xed by bull kelp, 
white-sided dolphin, and nu-
merous jellyfi sh.
	 		British Columbia’s Depart-
ment of Fisheries has es-

tablished new limits on the number of 
daily catches allowed and the number All fares and savings are per person, in U.S. dollars based on double occupancy. Cruise Fares and Your Exclusive Fares are cruise only. Shipboard credit is per 
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Langara Island Lodge.
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of fi sh that can be kept fl ash frozen and 
packaged. Before day three of our trip, 
after limiting out on salmon, the only 
choice left for us was halibut fi shing.
 Halibut are very tasty fi sh, but they 
aren’t a lot of fun to catch. Then again, 
some folks—not I—may enjoy hauling 
what feels like a dead weight 200 feet to 
the surface. We were grateful that we 
caught “chickens,” which are the small-
er and better-tasting halibut.
	 As we were returning to Langara Is-

land Lodge, our home base for this fi sh-
ing adventure, a humpback exploded 
out of the water. Following his breech, 
he started fi nning. It was as if he was 
waving to say “so long.” It may have 
signaled the completion of our fi sh-
ing journey, but we took our memories 
with us.

DL
Mary Peachin is a local freelance writer. 
Comments for publication should be ad-
dressed to letters@desertleaf.com.

www.whitestallion.com | 520.297.0252

Tucson’s Best Kept Secret

Voted #1 Best Family Resort by USA Today 10Best Readers’ Choice Awards in 2018.
Voted #1 of 130 hotels in Tucson on TripAdvisor for 7 consecutive years.

Experience the quality and amenities of a fine resort carefully blended with the 
personal service and hospitality of a traditional Dude Ranch. 

Hikers explore the forest near Kiusta, an ancient Haida village site on the northwest coast of Graham Island, just 
south of Langara Island.
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This is the unique experience  
you’ve been looking for! 

Stay the night in one of our charming  
Casitas, while enjoying a farm to table dinner 
and in-room breakfast. 

Aravaipa Canyon, a top USA riparian habitat 
is a must-see for bird lovers, photographers 
and hikers alike.  
 

Make your reservations at:
www.aravaipafarms.com
info@aravaipafarms.com

520-261-7373

Make your reservations at:




